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'HE History of 33 Nation, contained in the 
1 Books of the Old Testament, although it had no re- 
ference. to, or connexion with, the Saviour of the World, 
or with the Gospel which we have received from Him and 
his Apostles although we had no other motive for an ex- 
amination into it than mere curiosity, or a desire to make 
ourselves acquainted with the Transactions of Antiquity, 
would still be highly deserving of our most attentive 
Study. — The accounts which we have obtained from 
other Sources; and of different Nations, even where they 
can. be divested of Poetical Fiction, or of perverted and 
fabulous Mythology; — where no imputation of Igno- 


ANCE, or Partialitysc or Vanity, or Flatterys can NE - 


| regard to their extent. — The lapes of: N. en has D 
us of many valuable Records, which are now wanting to 
fill up the blank intervals of Time, and while we are 
delighted with a splendid account of a particular War, or 

the bold atchievements of an individual Hero, we cannot 


but lament that this ve 
Gloom in whiteh other key ns ig oy ry are en- 


. veloped. — On the other hand, the princi iples and practices 
of Jewish Polity are detailed to us in a much more minute, 
regular and connected manner, 56 that we trace the 


eepen the 


Stream, without interruption, up to it's original Source.— 7 


We are introduced to an Individual LG rkable chiefly for 

his purity of mariners, and his bu Piety, and, —_ 
a ſem successive Generations, we, e the ry terit bes 

8 n up into Teer pe ppg {ls erful. 
bursting rom the bonds of Slavery to to W ach 8 con- 
nexion with Egypt had reduced them; and, under à per- 
severing and judicious Leader, not only establishing 
themselves amongst the Inhabitants of Canan, But 'also 

exciting Terror in che Nations that surrounded them. 
The Jews are represented as a People selected fer a par- 
ticular purpose, and acting generally under a divine oom- 
misston: Ns a People whovze Laws, moreover, were 
van ct ioned by the highest, and most awful Authority: 
ad their Historians tell a plain, uiwarnisbed, Tule of 
the various changes that took place in their Political rank 
and station while they d e under the disposing hand 
of immediate Theocracy. one of these a9 Swing 
stanoes, of course, tends to heighten. che importance of 
their Narrations; and as Man, both in au Individual, and 
W most * in 


x5 


I under amar Ates ions while the Divine proceedings are 
ably the same, they become no longer a People 
whate History may be - contemplated in the Closet for the 
_ gratification! of the learned, or the curious Reader, but 
are elevated, as à Beacon ori the top of an Hill, to direct 
all Nations, in futufe Ages of the World in the narrow 
touch of Duty. f ig Ren 3 Soy «1 5 

It is observed by one or their Writers, "that a e 
Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; 
but when he offended in Baal, he died“: and, in fact. 
into whatever part of their History ock we shall find 
their adherence 10 the true God, and to the unchangeable 
maxims of his Law, or their" apostacy from the service 
of Jehovah, to be the sources, and immediate 10 2754 of 
| their ewe 'exaltation or debasement: 7 when 

provoked the most high God, and hae not 

his — ji delwered their eng dr into Capti- 
vity, and their Beauty into the Enemies hand, he gave 
his People ober also unto the Sword, and was wroth 
with- his Inheritance“. On the other hand; when the 
kept his Statutes, and observed his Laws, „he gave theni 
the Lands of the Heathen, and 7 r 2 73 labour TH 
of the People“ 


* 


But it would carr. ie ks tov! with a Field were 1 to 
extend these remarks to the particular instances which 
are: recorded of "this celebrated Nation: I shall therefore 
pass over the earlier periods of their History, and come 
to that Era when Jerusalem, rendered powerful 
= the great and suceevslve Victories of the Son of Jesse, 
n bt the wise and Peaceful administration of 
510. | 8 his 
eee renn es gates 4 s s Ws C Plante 
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his successor Solomon, became the GCopital: an 


Tribes, which, after the separation yr Tag Gros: e 


still adhered to the family of David. N 


B58 7 


The rebellion of Jeroboam, with 5 20m” Tribes: 44 alten | 
Rene em had fersaken the law of the Lord, and all 
Israel with him“: his subsequent Apostacy from the 
worship of the true God; and the success of his political 
scheme to alienate the Tribes (which he had already 
seduced from their Allegiance) from the national worship 
at Jerusalem, are well known points in their History, and 
need not to be repeated. The Text leads me to call 
your attention to the Period immediately subsequent to 
| this. — A Civil War had subsisted,. between the houses of 
Israel and Judah, almost twenty Vears, when a deeisive 
battle was fought. near Mount, Ephraim; and ithe Chil- 
dren, of Israel (says the Historian) fled beſore Judah, and 
God delivered them into their hand: and the Children of 


Judah prevailed, because they relied on the Lord God of 


their Fathers. From this time (it is added) the Land 
was quiet ten Years*,” during which interval, Asa did 
that which was good and right in the Eyes of the Lord 
his God, and commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of 
their Fathers, and to do the Law and the Command 
ment', and he had no War in those Vears, because the 
Lord had given him rest. Soon after this Period how- 
ever the house of Judah was invaded by a formidable: and 
foreign Enemy. — Zerah the Ethiopian attacked them with 
a very numerous Army; and © Asa went out against him, 
and they set the Battle in array in the valley of Zepha- 
thah: and Asia cried unto the Lord his God, and said. 
Neg e Hort, 

2 Chron. xii. 7. *2 Chron. xii. T5 n e 12 Chron. wi. 26—18. 
2 2 Chron. xiv. 1. Chron. xiv. . ; z 2 Chron. xiv. 6. 


HE 0 5 ) Xe 
Lord, it 4s nothing with thee: to help, ethos with many, 
or with, them that have no Power; — help us, O Lord our 
God; ſor we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against 
this multitude. — O Lord, thou art our God; let not Man 
prevail against thee. — So the Lord smote the Ethiopians 
before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled and 
were overthrown, 20 #hat;; og 95 boned away very 
much 8poil*.” 7; 10. bad b1e.! 
In the midst of this eee enn Dene, and 
notwithstanding the confidence and security which the 
Conquerors must have derived from this signal instance 
of success, it pleased God to check the impulses of 
national Vanity: and, after shewing them wherein their 
real strength consisted, and to what source their supe- 
riority was to be ascribed, to caution them against Stepping h 
out of a Path which had already led them to such an 
height of Glory. — Even while they were returning from 
the Slaughter of the vanquished Ethiopians; '<. the: Spirit 
of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded, and he went 
out to meet Asa, and said unto him — Hear ye me, Asa, 
and all Judah and Benjamin. — The Lord is 'with'. you, 


While ye be with him; and, if ye seek him, he will be 


found of you; but if ye ſorsake him, he will forsake you. 
— Now, for a long season, Israel hath been without the 
: true God, and without a teaching Priest, and without 

Law: but when they, in their trouble did turn unto the 
Lord God of Israel and sought him, he was found of 
them. — And, in those times there was no Peace, to him 
that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexa- 
tions were upon all the Inhabitants of the Countries, and 

Nation was a of Nation, and City, of City; ; for 
Fe 


* 2 Chron, xiv. 101g. 


therefore; and let not your hands be weak; for you 


A” 


the Lord“: and * they entered into a Covenant to scek the 


consider, not the Policy only, but alse the Necessity, of 
imitating such conduct, and of obeying, from the pre- 
sent day, the law of our God, as the as dure re of 


1 1 | 
God did vex them with all Adversity. Be ye strong 


work shall be rewarded. — In consequence of this 
solemn, but affectionate eee the pious King deter- 


mined to (put away the abominable Idols out of all the 


Land of Judah and Benjamin, and renewed the Altar of 


Lord God of their Fathers with wi their Heart, and with 


all their Soul: Bd png 7 „ ich  toluer. rl + 14]; | 
This is the Bein ines nn AR 


tion, upon the present solemn obcasion, that we _ 


national Prosperity and Happiness. 
If, indeed, it could be shewn, that . proddodinige/6e 


God. in the administration of the affairs of this World, 
were as variable as those of Men, the example here ad- 
duced would not have the effect 1 propose from it: but 


we have no necd to confine these remarks exclusively to 


the Jewish Nation: — look at the History of any State, 


either Ancient or Modern, and, 30 far as we have any 


| knowledge of Events, and their Causes, the well known 
maxim, Righteousness exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a2 


reproach to any People“, will be found irvariably to 


apply itself. Now, if it be true that such has been the 


general rule of the divine proceedings; if God has con- 
antly rewarded a People, who were under the Guidance 
of an express Law from himself, when 
ne $0. W ahe not _ eonstantiy withdrawn his 


10 139370 Ss F 25 AF) n if favour; ' 


4 x Chon. xv. I—7. 3 22 Chron. xv. 12 : 
* Proverbs xiv. 34- b Ee . 


they acted in obe- 


„% f * ) 
 fivour, but also- infli ed punishments upon JOE in pro- 
portion as they © lightly esteemad the roek of their Salva- 


tion, then, have we not the highest reason to conelude 


that, in all similar cases, the Deity will act precisely in the 
Same manner? - doubtless he will: and we might as well 
exþe& the Seasons to invert their order, or the gun to rise 
in the Western Horiaon, as to find an alteration of that 
.principle-which- hath for its foundation the zune 1 n. 
the great Creator and Governor of the World. byte 
I ndeod, if we take it for granted (as I have dong: upon 
the present occasion) that the World is under the all- 
Seeing Rye, and controuling: Hand, of an omnipotent God, 

temporal Rewards and Punishments seem to be the natural 
And inevitable Consequences of national Virtues, or national 
Vices: — otherwise, it does not neee n wn 
Hg ani; or punished at all. 

The complex Body: of a State- cannot be treated like 
362 If the distributions of Good or Evil, 
in this Life, be not exactly proportioned to the measure of 
a particular Man's principles or actions: — if the Ungodly 
are frequently seen in great power, and flourishing like 
a green bay- tree while the Righteous are · punished all 
day long, and chastened every Morning“, we yet know 
how to reconcile these apparent inequalities with the divine 
Justice and Mercy, and are taught to lift up our Eyes, 
and our Hearts, to that awfully-glorious day when God 
will judge the World in Righteousness by: that Man 
whom he: hath ordained: and whereof he hath given as- 
surance An Men, in that he hath raised him from 
the Dead:: but, if Nations are not dealt with, during 
00 YO state of 3 — to their merits or 


_ demerits, 
L Deut . 15. Psalm ü. 36. | ; Pralm lxxiii. Ty n 31. 


- re 


partial Compacts which now hold Mankind together, and 
even the bounds which now mark their Habitations, shall 
_ dissolye with this world: — A new, and compleat order f 


. : 
demerits, when can this xetribution take tal: 


things will then be formed: — The petty distinctions 


between Man and Man, will be heard of no more: The 0 
Righteous, as Individuals, not as members of the same | 


Government, shall be, for ever, separated from the Wicked, 
and be gathered together, into one indissoluble Fold, under 


one Eternal Shepherd. — This World then is the only 


place where national Rewards or Punishments can be pro- 
perly apportioned: and not only so, but it seems also to be 
requisite to the good order of the World, and to the honour 
of God's government, that the same limit should be set to 
the madness of the People, as to the restless waves of the 

Ocean; of both the restraint is equally wise and necessary; 
and to both therefore he hath said, in effect © hitherto shalt 

thou come, but no further Y ane here a x; en 


e | 7161 


One of the n usually inflied by the. angry 


Deity upon a sinful Nation, is the scourge of War, 


From whence. come Wars and Fightings amongst you? 
(says an Apostle) — come they not hence; even of your 
Lusts *?”” and indeed, this is one of the most tremendous 
Evils that can befal the human Race. — When David, for- 
getting the reliance which he ought. to have placed upon 


the Divine assistance, presumptuously numbered the People 


of Israel with a design to shew that his right hand and his 
own Arm, were the strength of his confidence, -a Man 


of God was sent to him from the Lord, with the following 
| dreadful message as a 3 of his Wickedness.— 


« Shall 
4 Pealm Izv. 7. Job xxxviii, Thos 0: T 23 3 1.4% 
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3 Shall seven years of famine-come unto thee” in dy Land? 
«> wilt thou flee three months before thine: Enemies while 
they pursue thee? or shall there be three days Pestilence 
in thy Land ? — Great as * the strait was, the penitent 
Monarch, wise too late, preferred, the last, as the least, of 
these: terrible Judgements, and exclaimed, Let us now fall 
into the hands of the Lord, for his mereies m rag ane 
1 me not fall into the hands of Mann 
But perhaps it will be said that War may * aumetimes 
Just and necessary. — If, by the terms, just, and necessary, 
be meant, that a particular overt Act which leads to the 
mutual commencement of Hostilities, is an unjust aggres- 
sion on the part of an Enemy, and that it is Ini 
and necessary for a Nation to defend it's Territory against 
such an aggression, 80 far, it is readily allowed, the 
position may be true: — the ambitious projects of a 
powerful Neighbour may render a War of defence necessary 
and unayoidable, but, beyond this, the expression seems 
either to have no meaning, or an erroneous one. — The 
particular act of Hostility may he justifiable or otherwise; 
but let us carefully Lotinguich- between the effe# and the 
cause: the one is easy to be discovered, and even forces 
itself 7 — the sight, the other is often concealed deep 
below the surface. And surely there must be some 
thing in the conduct of a Nation, which is displeasing | 
to the Eye of God, before he will suffer it to be placed in 
such a dreadful predicament. — War is always a public 
calamity : — and national calamity originates in national 
exime. That a Nation then should be so blind to it's own 
Sus: as even to applaud itself under the idea of it's being 


N N War, when War itself is the effect and 
| . 


6 10 ) 
punteinenc: of national crime, seems to me to approach 

very near to presumption and folly. — © When a Man's 
ways please the Lord (says Solomon) he maketh even his 
Enemies to be at peace with him, and the same remark 
will surely apply to Nations as well as to individuals, — 
Instead therefore of indulging ourselves in an impotent fit > 
of Spleen, and railing at the Ambition, or at the Atheism, 
of our Adversary, the wiser step will be to search for the 
cause and source of the Evil in ourselves. Our Rival 
Nation, it may be, even amidst the dazzling success of her 
Arms abroad, languishes at Home, under the most deplo- 
rable weakness; She may be ruined in her commerce; 
bankrupt in her Finances; without security for the pro- 
perty, or even for the lives, of her best Citizens, and 
moreover harassed by a rapid succession of cruel, and more 
cruel, Tyrants: yet, let us recollect what our Saviour 
replied to those who told him of the unhappy Persons 
hose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices: 
Suppose ye (said our benevolent Master) that these 
Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans because 
they suffered such things? — I tell you nay: — ee 
except ye repent, ye shall all like wise perish*.” - 

It has pleased God, indeed, even in the midst of ans: 
ment to remember Mercy, and to prosper our Arms by Sea, 
in a most splendid and decisive manner, by a successive 
triumph over each of our Enemies; but we must be careful 
lest, even these signal advantages, by puffing us up with 
a presumptuous Pride, should finally operate to our dis- 
advantage and ruin. The struggle in which we are yet 

engaged | is arduous and. unexampled ; and, if past success 
is to be the as ak criterion b * which future SRI, and 


"meat 


6 * 
4 final Victory is to be determined; whine n but that 
our Enemies might urge their claims, from another quarter, 
with the same confidence as ourselves? — This, however, 
is a very false mode of calculation: Let us rather be con- 
vinced (as we ought to be) that we have no other way to 
ensure a fayourable issue to our cause but to make a cove- 
nant with the Lord our God; — to call our ways to remem- 
brance, and to turn to him with all our Heart, and with 
All our Soul, that we _ bs his eg oe 1 that he —_ 
be our God. — — 
What our vublle und td Sins are, cannot, in a 

Hideviiide' of this kind, be investigated with that fulness 
and accuracy which the subject demands, but there is one, 
which appears to me to stand very prominent on the melan- 
choly Roll, which, of late years, indeed, has been the 
source of much discussion, and which has been as obsti- 
nately defended by certain local Prejudices and Interests, 
as it has been warmly reprobated by a large and impartial 
majority of the Nation. To give some colour to, what 
has been emphatically and justly stiled, “a trade in the 
Blood of Men,“ an intelligent Historian takes no incon- 
siderable pains to shew that the Africans (who are kidnap- 
| ped, or bought for West-Indian consumption) are happier 
in a state of Banishment, and of Bondage, than if they had 
remained in their Native Country. — What! it is nothing, 
then, for an Human Being to be torn from his Friends, his 

Family, his Home; from all that can be dear and valuable 

in Life? — is it nothing for unoffending Men to be treat- 
inſinitely worse than a gang of the vilest Malefactors, and, 
at length, to be sold in the Public Market like an Herd of 


Oxen? is it ron to drag o our hats under the 
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a5 
accumulated preavurs- of severe, and unceasing, and unpro- 
fitable, labour with Whips and Scorpions more than 


suspended over their Heads? Even though it may be true 
that, under the dominion of an indulgent Lord, their diet 


may be, upon the whole, better than that of some of the 


Poor in this country, and that their Huts may excel the 


Cabins of the Scotch and Irish Peasants“; yet, what are 
all the other blessings of life when compared with Liberty? 
They may be the wretched Victims of unrelenting I 
and Cruelty : — at all events, they are dave, 5: 

It is far from my wish to interpret what may: be con- 


sidered as the accidental effect of Season, or of Climate 
into a divine Judgement, but it is not unworthy of our 


serious reflection that the very portion of the Globe, which 


has been the source of this inhuman Traffic, has like wise 


been the Seat of terrific Pestilence, Whose resistless Arm 
hath swept away Thousands after Thousands, the flower 


of the 'British Vouth with“ the Besom of Destruction. 
Loet it be granted that this barbarous Trade actually affords 


a partial Nursery to our Fleets; Let it be granted that 
a few individuals are enriched by it, who, in their turn 
e ANY Win to a ee OR Oo 1 f his 


Hist. West ladies Vol. II. Book. Iv. 1616 8 74 
It is but justice to the table Writer to whom ] 1 Las to 8 
ledge that, in his “ History o the West Indies, he himself speaka of this 


nefarious traffic in such strong terms as to evince that his defence it does 


not originate in any natural de 2 of Heart. Whence then does it 
ceed ? —I will not mention the Interest he has in it from his large West · 
Indian property: —he tells us himself that he resided many Years in Jamaica; 
and we all know the effect of Habit to diminish the Horror of, and gradually 
render the Mind callous. to, Crimes the most enormous. A very accurate 
observer of Human Nature, in his life of Agricola, makes a Gddedon n 
Chief tell his followers, we ate ** nobilissimi totius Britatniz,” because we ate 
situated at the remotest distance from the Continent “ nec servientium litora 


a spicientes, Oculos quoque a contactu dominationis inviolatos 1 


f 'Isaiah xiv. 


, 
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, Egyptian Bondage . yet, it is not an 1 or an 
unwise, however the narrow Spirit of Party may deem it 
an impolitic, exclamation, — Perish our African commerce 
for ever; rather than Britons #hould. ds an with .the 

; blood of their fellow. Men! 

Were I inclined to enter . ——0 pi detail $0Y our 
national Vices, the consideration of the Persons before 
whom I now stand would operate | as a seasonable re- 
striction. Indeed, happily for us, the very Constitution 
of that venerable Body to which we belong forbids us to 
participate in some, not the least enormous of them. 
"That decay of Religion, which is generally 80 prevalent, 5 

even in it's outward appearance, has not hitherto infected 
these our retirements, dedicated to Religion and to God. 

That flood of Dissipation and Luxury, Wucht nearly 
inundated our Country, has not yet sapped the ſounda- 
tian of our Walls. — That venal and corrupt Spirit, which 
is, indeed, the natural attendant upon the former Vice, 
and which threatens to dissolve every tie of national 
Honour, and to extinguish every mark of Patriotism, is 
still a stranger within these retreats of Literature. But 
I should betray the trust reposed in me, did I not call to 
your remembrance, that, though our retirement from the 
great bustle of the World, in some measure, exempts us 
from it's follies and it's vices, yet, the peculiarity of our 
situation, at the same time, 1 | 
duties from which the great fr 
— The education of no inconsiderable, or unimportant, a 
portion of the British Youth is entrusted to our care. 

We receive them under a weighty, and two-fold, charge: 
as the Sons of fond, and anxious Parents; and as Young 
Oy who are to imbibe amongst us, both en Precept 


and 
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and Example, sound Princi iples, which, in future Life; and 
when the fervor of Youth is abated; will display them- 
selves in virtuous and exemplary conduct. To this class 
of Academical Society it is that the Public now looks 


forward, with anxious expectation, for the Men who shall 
have considerable weight in biassing the sentiments, and 


determining both the Political, and the Moral, Character 
of the succeeding Age. — The extent and importance of 
this Charge is incalculable ! — In all these respects, there- 
fore, let us conscientiously apply ourselves to answer the 
great ends of our Institutions; — let us faithfully fulfil 
the duties we owe to Ourselves, to our Pupils, to our 
Founders, to our Country, to our God. — It must be ac- 


knowledged indeed (and a regard to Truth requires it) that 


the arduous task is every day cl with new and en- 
creasing difficulties: — formerly the minds of Gur Youth 
might be compared to white Paper, on which, for the most 
part, any Characters might be inseribed: — it is now but 

at Fad our Task to discharge those previous stains that 
are contracted by too early an acquaintance with the follies 


and the vices of a luxurious and profligate Age. — We 


must not, however, be discouraged.— The minds of a 


very great majority are yet ingenuous.— Let us set our- 
selves with zeal and firmness, but with temper, to coun- 


teract the ruinous effects which loose Morals, and bad 


Examples, must inevitably have upon the youthful and 
inexperienced; ! let us repress, in some degree, at least, 


that spirit of Dissipation, and that thoughtless Extrava- 


gance, which, perhaps, in the present state of things, it 


is very difficult wholly to prevent; let us guard against 
every species of Immorality with unremitting attention 3 ; 


and, "on. all (af Such a case Should n.. OC 


4 * 
| us; abe cit from thete dark retreats that viperous rood, 
who, under a specious Name, dare to “ scatter firebrands 
and death, and say, am I not in Sport“?“ If I speak 
strongly, it is because I feel deeply; — let us drive away, 
with abhorrence, the Demon of Gaming, whose very 
breath is poisonous, and whose very presence at once 
panda up "Wy" the sources ee of TROP os of private 
Nor let the bene season 1 pass away without making a 
Jobs impression on the minds of the younger part of my 
Audience. — Let them reflect how much, not only of indi- 
vidual, but also of national, prosperity, may depend upon 
their present industry, exertion, and good eonduct.— Let 


me warn them to tread cautiously that they do not stumble 


The advan 


upon the threshold of Life. — Think how many anxious 
days, and sleepless nights, have hung over the heads of 
your Parents, — Think how many Bosoms (the Bosoms of 
those to whom, under God, you owe all your 83 
are even now throbbing with alternate hopes and fears, 
arising from those visionary Scenes which a fond. and 
restless imagination cannot but picture to itself in con- 
templating the parts you may hereafter act in the great 
Drama of human Life. I will not believe you capable of 
such Parricide, as wilfully to crush those hopes, and to 
realize those fears, but “see that ye walk circumspect ly 
because the days are Evil“. — These are duties which 
you owe to domestic affection and happiness but, besides 
these, important as they are, both to yourselves, . and to 
your: reapedtive Families, Society has a claim upon YOU, — 
. tages of Society can be expected on your parts 
295 e roo to de ae, a Man —_ 
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besides bia general Bond, certain particular duties DEFY 


quish every other guide but your own reason, or your 


Puassions; who. declaim upon the folly of zubmitting to 
ancient prejudices; and who, by the subtle application of 


a few Phrases of Liberality, and Candour, and Virtue, 


calculated, like potent Spells, to operate as a Charm upon 
the unguarded Mind, would impose upon your Credulity, 
and delude you with the vain promise, that a new and 
(such as 
the World has never yet beheld) shall be the ow Herre | 


enchanting figure of public Virtue, and Liberty 


result of their mischievous Incantation. ' - ; 
But let me not wrong: you, by supposing 4 3 


him: all these let it be your study to learn, and, in your | 
respective situations in life, to fulfil, —Be upon your guard 5 
against those Seducers who would persuade you. to relin- 


Nad be drawn into this magical Circle, or that you 


could submit your understandings to be bewildered by 


such a political Juggle. — You, surely, cannot be per- 
suaded to reduce cultivated Man to a wild and savage 


Animal, for the mere purpose of taming him, and oY 


fitting him for Society: only take heed that you-be not 


betrayed, by specious sophisms, and insinuating pretences, 


to countenance such desperate expedients. Vu are about 5 
to receive, from your Ancestors, a Constitution which has 
been the glory and the boast of Ages; which has been occa - 


sionally reviewed, and examined, and repaired, and propped, 


and supported, by the ablest political Builders which our 
Country has produced; and it's Walls have been strength- 


ened and cemented by some of the best Blood in the hearts 


of Englishmen; it is your Duty, then, not to be prodigal 

of such a Fortune; much less ought Nun, ho are but 

the temporary PR and ad ares of this noble 
1 05 © Inheritance, 


. 
meritance, to commit waste, Or to cut off the Entail, 
ly eee n Oy to ane Ruin and 
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There remains Jet one jpg nom: interesting chad all 
the rest, to which it is my duty to draw your particular 
attention: you will n. om: it en to "your ally 
Sion. sentiments. ; 

The very Men (Philosophers ey 8 to 5 call 4 
1 who are the most eager to subvert and over- 
throw your political Happiness, will try, at the same time, 
to sap, and to destroy, your religious principles and hopes: 
ot that they have any thing new to advance, or any 
objection to state which has not been answered and re- 
futed- over and over again, by the soundest reasoning of 
our ablest Divines against the cavils of Collins, and Toland, 
and Tindal, and Chubb, and. Morgan, and Bolingbroke. — 
The principal difference is, our modern Infidels vary the 
mode of attack. Formerly they fought singly: they were 
Men of Talents, and not destitute of Learning: — their 
Weapons were pointed either with Argument, or with 
Wit: — In the present day, the chief objectors against 
Christianity are a faction in the State. They make a 
cmmon cause of it; and rudely assault every thing that 
can be considered. by sober Minds, as venerable, or sacred, 
with vulgar Ribaldry, and senseless Blasphemy. — To 
Men of any refinement, indeed, this very circumstance 
must render their sicarious attempts the less dangerous.— 
A cultivated mind must, of necessity, — with _ . 
at such barefaced and arrogant Impiety. boa 
Not that I would advise you to refrain from: Sos exami- | 
nation of this . momentous Subject: — very far from it. 
On the e 1 exhort you to * gearch e for 
© RO the 
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the Truth — to examine the grounds of your belief, ak . 
superficially, but, deeply; that you may be able to give. 
to every one, that asketh you, a Reason of the Hope that 
is in you!. — Nothing, I am persuaded, can establish the 
truth of Christianity 80 firmly as a candid and strict en- 
quiry into every part of it. ' Prove all things (as the 
Apostle exhorts) and hold fast that which is good 
« Search” then with candour; weigh every point with 
coolness; and decide with modesty: the result must be 
left to God, and to your own Consciences; but, surely, 
you must conceive that no common Evidence could satisfy 
the capacious, and inquisitive Minds of those true sons of 
Science and Philosophy, and, at the same time, those zea- 
lous supporters of genuine rel a n a LS; 
and a Newton. 

By these reeclutions,: and praQtions resulting Fon e 
we shall most effectually answer the great purpose for 
which we are thus solemnly assembled by a Sovereign who 
is justly to be considered as the Father of his People: the 
whole of whose reign has been one uninterrupted struggle 
for the interests of Morality and true Religion. Let us 
then make a Covenant, this day, with the Lord our God; 
that we will, with punctuality, fulfil - our duties, in vie 
respective stations, both as Men, and as Sirene, . Hot as. 
Men-pleasers, but as the Servants of Christ. We may 
well rejoice that God hath tempered Merey with 'Judge- 
ment — Our Mouths ought to be filled with Praise when 
we recollect that under the most unpromising appearances; 
and even under the great disadvantage of inferior Numbers, 
we have been enabled to obtain the most decisive Naval 
es pra over our enen on oy 2 8 e every 

| 15 oecasion. 
i x Peter . 1g. 1 Thens. v. a1. 1 Ephes. vi. 6. 
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Mien who, by nobly fighting our Battles, have beer the , 
of aur success; but, though © the lot is cast into the Lap, 


let us remember, that the Whole disposing 
te Lord“: to His holy Name; therefore; be the Prat und 
5 the Glory. — Let us not forget that we ure yet engaged in a 
contest, not for distant Possessionb, but, 4 every thing 
that cam be dear or valuable to Englisbmen. = Let - ” | 
emember that our Enemy Wants, only the power! t6 
render this our Country the scene of Slaughter and Doves: 
tation: — We have hitherto been mercifully spared from an 
immediate view of the misertes of War; but nothing, 


thereof is of 


except the interference of the divine Providence, can "_ | 


_ 8ecure-us from the heaviest of God's s * gore judgements *;" 
the severest of all Calamities. _ 
One of the surest grounds of success against an Bes y. | 
which any Nation can have, is that of Union. — Let us 
therefore not fail to contribute our utmost towards obtaining 
this desirable end, — If ever there was a Time when an 
oblivion of -party disputes could be advantageous to the 
interests of the Country, that Time is the present.— If 
ever there was a time when private Opinion respecting 
Mien and Measures ought to De sacrificed to Public Good, 
that Time is the pr 11 ever there was a Time when 
the Palladium of our Constitution required a stronger 
Guard, and when the Nonarch on the Throne deserved to 
be protected, that Time is the present.—In these respe&ts, 
then, let all honest Men unite. — And, if it should please 
God to call us to that awful Trial, let us use the means, 
which he has put in our power, for the defence and pro- 
Nome ws TRAY our Friends, our Families, and our 
e 


: # Pink wk an: | ''* Exekiel xiv, 21, | 


cileable Foe,” with the calm intrepidity, en f 
nnch. of our national Character; Ae at che 1 
time, let us lift up our Hands and our Hearts to FT 
g from v alone cometh our 1 

th the Lord God of our — 


with all: our Heart; and with all our Soul: then shall our 3 
: Righteousness go befdre us, and the glory of the Lord = | 
shall be our Rere- ward :“ for, if we resolve to be his 


People, he will assuredly he our: Sol.. nr HH 
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